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TEACHERS’ COPY of FAL STUDY GUIDE 

Dear Teachers

Most SACEE (South African Council for English Education) executive committee members are teachers or retired teachers and we are 
aware of the work you do as teachers and the long hours you put in to ensure your pupils improve their English, enjoy the experience 
and stretch themselves to their limits.  

The Olympiad is yet another task you undertake and to try to lighten your load a little we have compiled this Teachers’ Guide to assist 
you.  Please note that it is just a guide and the answers to the questions are not written in stone.  In literature there is always flexibility. 
You and your pupils might well come up with different and better answers.

The tasks are deliberately set at different levels, from relatively easy contextual questions to relatively advanced theoretical questions.  
Candidates do not have to tackle all the tasks, but we encourage you to lead your learners in at a level with which they can cope and 
then let them run with it.

We hope this guide helps ease your load a little.

We thank you for facilitating the studying of the English Olympiad at your school.

With best regards

Di Ayliff 

National SACEE Olympiad Co-ordinator

This Study Guide has been compiled and written by
Diana Ayliff
Colleen Callahan
Esterline Fortuin
Malcolm Hacksley
Ingrid Wylde
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The Girl who Made Stars – Oral tradition  (p 3)

The Wood-ash Stars – Marguerite Poland  (p 5)

Poland has adapted a Khoisan creation myth to write a new story.  Her modern version differs in several ways from the original.

Use the table below to compare the two stories:

The Girl who Made Stars The Wood-ash Stars

Does the girl in the story have a name? No Yes 

How is the girl referred to in each story? She is referred to as “the girl”. She is referred to by her name, that is 
Xama.

Are we given the names of any other characters in 
the story?

No
Yes – Xama’s future husband, Gau, is 
named.

In which story did the girls play games? √

In which story was the girl expected to be obedient 
and remain in her hut?

√

Are we given a physical description of the girl?
No Yes – she wore a “ragged kaross” and had 

decorated hair.

In which story is the girl hungry? √

For what does each girl most long? The girl longs for food. Xama longs for a “sleek and new” kaross

Which story ends happily? √

List the other characters in each story/myth.

Khoisan myth: the mother  

Poland story: the other girls, Gau

E.M.Forster, a novelist and literary theorist, used the terms “round” and “flat” to describe characters.  Explain the difference between these.  
( See “Some characteristics of a short story” at the beginning of the Learners’ FAL Study Guide)

There is only one male character who stands out as a relatively rounded character in these stories.  Describe this character and quote 
from the story to substantiate your description.  

Gau is the only character that might be described as round.  He is in love with Xama and is brave and determined as he goes out alone to 
hunt for a gemsbok.  He is resourceful, as he manages to keep the hyena at bay although it “licked its jowls” and was clearly a great danger.

The Khoisan story is a creation myth.  Explain in one sentence what a “creation myth” is.
A creation myth is a story that explains some phenomenon (an occurrence or thing) that is difficult to explain, such as the movements of 
the sun, moon and stars or the changing seasons or the way the world and all creation came into being.

By comparison, the Poland story is a  love  story.

The Khoisan myth is told partly to teach a moral lesson.  Explain what the moral lesson is in the myth.
The lesson refers to the place of girls in the Khoisan society.  They were expected to be obedient, quiet and respectful of the elders.
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The Khoisan myth is written in a style that is characterised by repetition.  Quote words and phrases that are repeated in the first 
paragraph.

The opening paragraph contains many repetitions such as “Milky Way”, “wood ashes” and “sky”.  This kind of repetition is typical of the oral 
tale.

Read from the beginning of the fourth paragraph of the Poland story (beginning: “They could sing ...”) to the end of the paragraph (“... a 
brown hyena.”)  and highlight all the adjectives (descriptive words) that describe Xama.  Describe the tone the writer is using.  HINT: Ask 
yourself how the writer feels towards her subject matter and especially towards Xama.

COMPLETE the sentence and quote to justify your answer:   
The tone the writer uses is a gentle and caring one because she uses words and phrases like “young”, “lament” and “decorated with 
loops of ostrich-eggshell beads” to describe Xama.  The writer also sympathizes with her as we are told that she was in need of warm cloth-
ing as her kaross had “holes in it through which the small, cold fingers of the wind crept”.

Which story is more detailed in its action?  Write a paragraph explaining which story this is and substantiate your answer by quoting 
from the text.

“The Wood-ash stars” is the more detailed in its action.  We are given relatively detailed information of how the girls played “the melon 
game “and what songs they sang.  The direct speech included in the story gives us details about why Gau had gone out alone and the 
actions of his hunting journey are detailed as he walked “[a]ll day” and “drank and drank until he could drink no more”.

TEACHER’S NOTE:

In the above exercises the pupils have plenty of other examples to quote.  My answer is merely a suggestion.

I have found that quoting correctly is a task the pupils find particularly difficult.  For this reason I have included more exercises in quoting 
in “Streets of Hillbrow, here I come” later in the Study Guide on p 17.

NOTES
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Transforming Moments – Gcina Mhlophe  (p 25)

Gcina Mhlophe has often written about herself and sometimes used her real life experiences to create fiction.

Transforming Moments is an account of her experiences as an impressionable young woman while she was at school.

The answers to the questions posed in the FAL Guide for the learners should be simple to find.

In addition to working through the questions we suggest that you encourage your learners to explore their own stories of moments and 
experiences that have changed the ways in which they see themselves, others and the world that they live in, and to imagine further 
how these transformations might influence their lives later on.

 » What kinds of skills might they acquire?

 » What kinds of environments might they live in?

 » What kinds of values might they hold?

 » What kind of people might they be?

 » What kind of influence / leadership could they bring to all of the above?

NOTES
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St Christopher on the Parade – Marita van der Vyver  (p 31)

Question Answer

1 Narrator:

Describe the narrator.

The narrator is a white student whom we get to know fairly well. She 
comes from a relatively well off home and welcomes the new SA.

2 Other characters

Name and briefly describe the other characters.

1. There is an elderly Malay woman called Kitta.

2. Rehana (child on shoulders)

3. Darius  (deceased brother)

4. Percy/Sipho

3 Setting:

Describe the setting.

The story is set on the Parade in Cape Town at

 the time of Nelson Mandela’s speech to the nation.

4 Theme:

What is the theme?

Theme:

The theme is one of joy, unity and freedom in celebration of the new SA.

5 Plot:

Describe the plot.

Plot:

The plot is a very simple one.  It describes how a young white student 
goes to the Parade in Cape Town to listen to Nelson Mandela speak to 
the nation.  She holds a young child on her shoulders as Mr Mandela 
speaks.

6 Title:

Describe the significance of the title.

Title:

“St Christopher on the Parade” refers to the Christian legend that a man 
carried a strange child on his shoulders across a river.  The child turned 
out to be the Christ child. Metaphorically the river was death and the 
child, Jesus, delivered believers from sin and saved believers from 
drowning in the river of death.  The narrator carries a strange child on 
her shoulders and is transported into a spiritually new world of the new, 
free S.A.

The word “Parade” is used here in the title as a noun to indicate a big flat 
open area in front of the City Hall in Cape Town.  It can also be used as 
a verb as in to parade (show off/ display) something.  In a way the little 
Muslim girl, Rehana, is being paraded on the shoulders of the white 
Christian student in a show of unity in the rainbow nation.

NOTES
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The Suit Continued – Siphiwo Mahala  (p 35)

1. This incident describes the schoolteacher as a cruel man.  Is this true? If so, give a reason for your answer.
No, he was not a cruel man, just misguided.

2. According to what you have read in this story, how do you think the schoolteacher felt about Can Themba?
He was afraid of him.

3. The schoolteacher seemed to be very annoyed with what Can Themba wrote about him. Is this true?  Give a suitable reason for your 
answer.
He is annoyed because he was humiliated by having to jog round Sophiatown in his underwear.

4. “…before I sink six feet under…” 
4.1  What does this statement mean?
 It refers to his death and burial.

4.2 It seems that this teacher wants to relate his side of the events of that day. Do you agree with this statement? If so, quote from 
the text in support of your answer.

 He wants to “jot down a few lines so people know my side of the story”.

4.3 He emphasises the fact that it is a testimony and not a confession.  What is the difference between these two words and why is 
it so important for him that the reader must realise that this is a testimony and not a confession.

 The word “confession” implies guilt, while “testimony” does not.

5. “…it was never my style to have dealings with married women…”
5.1 Did the teacher know that this lady was married the moment he met her?
 No, he did not know initially that she was married.

5.2 Who does he refer to when he uses the words “unlike us”.
 “Unlike us” refers to men.

5.3 Do you think that he was sober on the day that he first met this lady?
 He was not sober as he had had “a few tots of brandy”.

5.4 Why does he refer to her as a “girl”?
 He thinks she is not a married woman and therefore young and a girl.

5.5 From the text quote TWO examples that indicate that this teacher had a problem with alcohol.
 He drinks during working hours and on a Monday he usually had a hangover.

5.6 Does this “problem” with alcohol indicate that there was a possibility that he could lose his job as a result of this problem?
 Yes, he has been threatened with disciplinary action previously because of his drinking problem.  

5.7 On the day that he met this “girl”, what do you think he was doing?
 He was drinking during school hours at a shebeen.

5.8 Describe what she was wearing on the first day that he met her.
 She was wearing a red mini-dress. 

5.9 Is there a suggestion in this story that the teacher was already old? If so, why would you say this?
 He says that he has a “bald patch and a wrinkled skin” and is therefore getting old.

6. Name the figurative speech in the following statements: 
6.1 “…my throat was as dry as a desert…” simile
6.2 “Our resistance turned out to be like farting in a deep ocean…” simile
6.3 “Hangover was playing with me.” personification

7. “...they wasted no time in making irritating whispers and pointing towards my direction.” 
7.1 Who were these children?
 They were his school pupils.
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7.2 What day of the week do you think this is?
 It was Monday.

7.3 What type of relationship does the teacher have with the children?
 It was not a very good relationship - they mocked him.

8. The teacher seems to visit the shebeen often.  What in the story indicates that this is happening?
We are told that he “usually” went to the shebeen on Mondays.

9. How does the “Shebeen Queen” make all the money that she has?
She gives credit, but asks for double the amount at the end of the month.

10. Does the teacher always have money to buy from Fatty? Quote from the passage.
No, he says, “I took the drink on credit.”

11. He doesn’t know the real name of the “Shebeen Queen”.  Why do you think that this is so?
She was simply known as “Fatty” to everyone.  

12. “I knew she was attracted to me because I was looking good.” 
12.1 At any time during his encounters with this lady, does he ever mention that he loves her?
 No, he does not.  

12.2 How do we know that the teacher was a well-dressed man?
 He tells us that he wore smart clothes that were associated with the Americans gang. 

12.3 How did it come about that he gave her the name “ Matilda”?
 He read Can Themba’s version of the story where she is called “Matilda”.

12.4 According to the story, do you think that this teacher was attractive? Give a reason for your answer.
 We read that he “was looking good” and women were attracted to him.

12.5 Is he happily married?
 He seems to be happily married, but also looks for sex with other women.

12.6 He didn’t know the lady’s name. What does that say about his relationship with her?
 He used her for sex.

13. What type of character do you think this teacher had, especially when he mentions that he is a “well-dressed” man?
 He was vain and self-centred.

14. “There is nothing as nice as something you are stealing.”
14.1 In your opinion what is it that the two of them were “stealing”?
 They were stealing sex and faithfulness.

14.2 How would his wife feel if she found him “here” and where exactly is he?
 She would be angry because he was at Matilda’s house.

14.3 What questions does this lady ask him when they are together? 
 The only thing she asks is when he is coming again, which indicates that she enjoys the sex.

14.4 He emphasises the fact that he would like to “do what brings us together and leave other business alone…”  What do you think 
this “other business” is? 

 “[O]ther business” refers to their private lives.

14.5 The “day that you all know”. What day is this and what happened to him on that day?
 This is the day when the woman’s husband walked in on them.

14.6 He describes someone as a “big-mouthed, woman-like man”. Who is the person that fits this description?  Judging from the 
description, how do you think the teacher felt about this person?

 It is Maphikela and the teacher disliked him.
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14.7 “It seemed like the older he got, the longer his tongue grew.” What does the person mean by this statement?
 He gossiped more as he got older.

15. By whom does the teacher feel that he was “set up” and why do you think that he viewed these “conspirators” as dangerous?  What 
made them so dangerous in the view of the teacher?
Can Themba and Maphikela were the conspirators who were dangerous, as they set him up to be exposed as a man who was unfaithful to 
his wife.

16. He uses the words “victims of apartheid”. In what way were they “victims”?
They were blacks in apartheid South Africa where they were discriminated against by the State.

17. Sophiatown seemed to be very important to the community at the time. Why do you think it was so important?  What happened in 
Sophiatown?
Sophiatown was a vibrant cultural and intellectual hub for black consciousness movements and it was destroyed by the apartheid 
government.

18. The teacher also refers to the “looming threat”. In your opinion what was this looming threat?
The threat was that Sophiatown was going to be demolished.

19. What is it when something is “demolished”?
It is destroyed.

20. Sophiatown is described as “free territory” inside South Africa. How was this possible?
It was owned (not rented) by the people living there, even though they were not “white”.

21. The song that was sung by the community was “asiyi ndawo”.  Did it change the view or attitude of the authorities?
No, it did not change the view of the authorities.

22. In what way, according to the teacher, was Can “exploiting” his own writing skills?
The teacher believes that he should stick to fiction and not tell a story that really happened.

23. Would you describe Can as a good journalist? Give a reason for your answer.
Yes, he was an excellent journalist as he wrote for the prestigious Drum magazine and the narrator also says “Can was a good writer”. 

24. There was a real storm outside on the particular day when this incident occurred. Do you think that this “stormy evening” had any 
significance in what was about to happen?
The author is using the stormy weather to give significance to the action in the story.

25. “A Husband. Where, what are you talking about?”
25.1 In your own words explain why the teacher uses the indefinite article “a” in his response to the statement of the woman?
 The teacher had assumed that she was unmarried and did not have a husband.  He therefore uses “a” to show he had not thought that  
 there was a specific man who was her husband.

25.2 What is the significance of the word “Husband” being written with a capital letter?
 It makes him important and the one man that the teacher should be afraid of.

25.3 How does the author use contrast in this section to show the position of Philemon and the teacher?
 The author uses contrast by describing the husband, Philemon, as being fully clothed and standing up, while the teacher is naked and  
 lying down.  

26.  “I would be carried out of the house – head first”.  Why would someone be carried out of the house in this type of way?
It is the way a body (corpse) is carried out.  

27. “Maphikela must have swallowed a small radio during his early days.” Does this describe the type of person Maphikela is? According 
to you, how would you describe Maphikela? 
Maphikela is a big gossip and enjoys telling stories about other people’s problems.  

28. “Pace-up, pace-up, meneer.”
28.1 Is there any significance in this sentence?
 The significance is that he was being encouraged to run faster.
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28.2 At this stage, what do you think the teacher is doing?
 He is running away from Philemon and trying to get home.

28.3  How do you know that the person that he is running with doesn’t know that he is a runner?
 We know this because the person asks him what sport he engages in.

29. Is it ironic that he left his “wedding suit” at this lady’s place? Give a reason for your answer.
It is ironic because he is married to someone else.

30. Describe the character of Grace.
Grace seems a devoted and kind wife; intelligent, insightful, practical.

31. Do you think that his wife was aware of what he was doing? Supply a phrase or a word from the text to substantiate your answer.
She was not aware as she asks him, “Why do you look so terrified?”

32.  Describe how Matilda’s husband made sure that she “paid” for her dishonesty?
He killed her.

33. Can you conclude that Philemon was cruel?
This depends on one’s idea of cruelty. 

34. How can you compare the treatment of Philemon of his wife after he found out about her infidelity to her own treatment of him?
Murder is a far greater crime than infidelity.

35.  Is there any time during his ordeal that he really wanted to tell his wife about his dishonesty? 
Yes, he wants to confess to his wife.

36. How did his frustrations manifest themselves in his classroom situation?
He caned the pupils who kept laughing at him.

37. Is there any significance in how his wife treated him after the ordeal? If so, what significance is there?
It is significant that his wife treated him with respect and helped him find his suit.

38. How did he try to get out of the fact that he couldn’t get his suit back?
He kept lying to his wife.

39. Name two or three excuses or reasons that he gave to his wife to explain where his suit was.
He claimed that there had been a “Funny Day” at school and that a boy had taken his suit home. 

40. How did his actions reveal the truth to his wife at the end of the story?
He returned with his wife to Matilda’s home.

41. “We found Philemon crying helplessly over Matilda’s body.”
41.1 The teacher lied about his activities How does this lie show in what Philemon felt at this time?
 Philemon must have been wild with jealousy and anger.  

41.2 How do you think the teacher must have felt, seeing his suit sitting at the table?
 He must have been devastated and ill with humiliation and also pity for Matilda.

41.3 What was the cause of Matilda’s death?
 Her husband murdered her.

41.4 The teacher wants people to know that he was not “inhumane”. Do you think that the teacher was “inhumane”?  Give a reason 
for your answer.

 (Any sensible answer will suffice provided it is substantiated.)

42. According to the actions of Matilda, would you say that she really loved the teacher?  Why would you say so?
No, she probably merely enjoyed the sex as she was not interested in his personal life.
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TRANSACTIONAL WRITING:

 » You have experienced something similar to the teacher’s incident in your personal life.  Write a poem depicting the feelings that 
you experienced at that time.

 » “The Suit Continued” is a story that is essentially about love.  Write an entry in Matilda’s diary before the meeting that she would 
have with her lover, as well as one after her encounter with Philemon.

 » Write a short play  whereby you depict the confrontation on the day that Philemon finds the two of them (Matilda and the 
teacher) together in his house.  

NOTES
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Elvis on Fortieth Street – Michael Weeder  (p 43)

CONTEXTUAL QUESTIONS

1. Study the text and answer the questions that follow:
“Apartheid was nine years old and I was seven when I moved, or if the truth be told, we were moved - from the city. If apartheid had not 
been born then I would have lived much longer in the city which had been home to my family, well at least one part of our clan, long 
before the Dutch came with their three boats.  Some of my family members were on one of these boats. My Khoi-Khoi aunties and uncles 
stood on the beach, content to receive their soon-to-be European relatives. They welcomed the newcomers, as they did the Portuguese 
and others including the seldom-spoken-of Chinese, with kind courtesy.  After all, as they knew from past occasions, it would only be a 
short visit.  It took them a long time to realise that the recipients of our African hospitality had no intention of ever leaving.”

1.1 The author mentions the fact that his family “were moved” from the place that he called “home “. Why, in your opinion, did this 
happen?

 The apartheid government used the Group Areas Act to move people from racially mixed areas to racially separated areas.

1.2 Is it true that those Europeans were “family” of the author?  Give a reason for your answer.
 No, they were not “family”, but colonial immigrants. Some of these European immigrants married the South African Khoi-Khoi and   
 other indigenous inhabitants and had children. In this way they might be referred to as “family” by the narrator.

1.3 According to the text, how do we know that these were not the first people that came to the shores by boat?
 The narrator says, “They welcomed the newcomers, as they did the Portuguese and others including the seldom-spoken-of Chinese,   
 with kind courtesy”. 

1.4 How do we know that the people on the shore were quite excited and happy by the arrival of the newcomers?
 The narrator says the Khoi-Khoi were “content” and “[t]hey welcomed the newcomers”.  

1.5 The author was under the impression that the people on this boat were “visitors”. What made him realise that these newcomers 
had “no intention” of leaving?

 The newcomers simply never left.

2. In your own words what is meant by “African hospitality”?
It is a warm and generous hosting of guests.  

3. How do we know that the family wasn’t “well-off”? Give three (3) examples from the text that show us that the family was not rich.
 We know that the family was not “well-off” because firstly they lived in someone’s “backyard”, secondly, they only had one room and   
 thirdly, the room was divided into sections for the whole family.

 Other answers could be that 

•  they shared a communal bathroom, 

•  they lived in “servant’s quarters”. 

4. He describes a typical indigenous kitchen.  What object in the room is typical of such a kitchen?
The primus stove is typical. 

5. Describe a typical Sunday afternoon in the house of the author. 
(Any sensible answer will suffice.)  

6. The mother tries to teach her son an important lesson by this statement “…as djy vra, dan wil djy nie gee nie…’’  What valuable lessons 
is the mother trying to teach her son in this statement?
Giving must be spontaneous and generous, not merely dutiful. 

6.1 “I considered coughing discreetly over her tea.” Why do you think that the little boy wanted to do this?
 He did not want to be seen as a girl and as effeminate. 

7. What is this wish of his that is “rarely fulfilled”? 
(Any sensible answer will suffice.)  
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7.1 Name the figurative language used when he says “There’d be no-more of the ‘eat-some-mores’”.        
 Irony 

8. “When in the company of adults, if you kept quiet, you’d become invisible and so be privileged with various insights as the visitors 
held forth on whatever topic was close to their hearts. ‘Desirable men’ was a popular conversation piece.  And so it was on one 
auspicious Sunday that my 10-year-old ears were blessed with the news that my mother (along with many of her tjommies) felt that 
Elvis Presley was super-hot.  She’d leave her children for him.” 

8.1 In this text which words come across in a sarcastic way?  
 “[B]lessed with the news” could be sarcastic. 

8.2 Give another word for tjommies.         
 Friends

8.3 How do you think this child felt when he heard that his mother “would leave her children“ for Elvis?
 He probably felt devastated, as he believed she was speaking literately.

8.4 The boy has “shifted his resolve” with a bit of “betrayal-laced bitterness” from Elvis to Cliff Richard. Why do you think he did this?
 He no longer supported Elvis as he believed he was a threat to his family.

8.5 How would you describe the actions of Mabel?
 We know nothing of Mabel’s actions except what Glen says of her.  

9. “...want ek smaak ‘n boer moer...”
9.1 From this sentence, do you think this little boy had an opinion about the political situation in the country at the time?
 Yes, he disliked Afrikaans speakers as he associated them with apartheid.

9.2 Why, in your opinion, was the boy afraid of being confronted by a “gemoerde boertjie” and his comrades?
 He was afraid as they might attack him and his friends.

9.3 The boy’s friend touched a “raw nerve” when he told him that he liked Elvis. Why do you think this was so?
 It reminded the narrator that his mother liked Elvis and he believed that she would leave her children for him. 

9.4 “It never occurred to me that it was highly unlikely that the King of Rock would ever find his way to Elsies. But of course it 
was the principle of the matter.  With rising resentment I told Gary, ‘But why can’t he just sing without shaking so much. Like 
he is having the stuipe.’ Gary dismissed my critique with a ‘Don’t be dof. How can he sing without moving like that? He’s mos 
Elvis-the-Pelvis.’˝
9.4.1 Suddenly the little boy said that he preferred Michael Jackson.  Why do you think the boy made this change in his choice 

of singer? 
                He liked anyone who was not Elvis. 

9.5 Explain the figurative speech in : 
9.5.1 “This touched a raw nerve.”      

                 Metaphor  

9.5.2 “Like he is having the stuipe”  
                 Simile  

9.6 “Is Michael Jackson black?” Do you think that there is any irony in this question?  
 There is no irony as Gary believes that Jackson is white. It is a genuine question.

TRANSACTIONAL WRITING:

 » Write a dialogue between the little boy and Elvis where he confronts Elvis regarding his mother’s statement that she is willing to 
leave her children for him.

 » Many children are in situations where their parent/s are not there any more. Write a report on how common this is in the 
community that you live in.
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School Photos – Diane Awerbuck (p 47)

1. Study the text and then answer the questions that follow:
1.1 Focus on the school where the teacher will be teaching.  What does the text suggest about the characteristics of the school? 

Choose a sentence or a phrase from the text to substantiate your answer.
 The school is a single-sex school for girls in a lower middle-class area in Cape Town.  Most of the girls are probably from a “coloured”   
 background as we read that the narrator got a job at an “all-girls’ school in the southern suburbs”.

1.2 The smell of the aftershave of the stepfathers is overbearing for the teacher.  Do you agree with this statement? Give a reason 
for your answer.

 Yes, it is overbearing, as often too much is used and there is a strong smell. There is also the implication that the fathers are  
 domineering and haughty. 

1.3 How would you describe the attitude of the fathers towards the teacher?  
 The fathers’ attitude to the teacher is to look down on him and think he does not work hard as he has long school holidays.

1.4 How does the teacher observe the bathroom and what does the bathroom remind him of?
 The bathrooms are gloomy and dark and they remind him of the dungeons beneath the Castle in Cape Town.

1.5 “Water will wash away most things but fungus grows...”
1.5.1 What is the symbolism in this statement by the teacher?

                Water or perhaps time will overcome the ills of society but some evil things will persist. 

1.5.2 Do you think that the “fungus” represents something else in society? If so, what does it symbolise?
                The fungus could represent the abuse endured by the girls.  

1.5.3 This dirty bathroom also becomes a place of solace for the girls.  If this is so, why would you say so?
                Yes, the bathroom is a place of comfort for the girls as there they find kindness and sympathy from the teacher.

1.6 How do we know that this teacher does not have a lot of time in the day for himself?
 He sometimes escapes to the bathroom to have some time to himself and he has to eat and drink very quickly before running  
 to his classroom.

1.7 How does he describe his day at school?
 He refers to his day running away like “a race”.

2.  “The bruises that I saw in the locked bathrooms were, of course, secret.”
2.1 These “bruises”, what is the teacher referring to?
 The bruises are the marks on the girls’ bodies that are caused by beatings or other abuse received from their parents at home.

2.2 Do the girls “hide” these bruises? How do you know that?
 Yes, they try to hide them by pulling down their skirts.

2.3 Why do you think that the teacher is a bit shy to ask the learners for their homework?
 He knows that it is difficult for the learners to work at home because they come from dysfunctional and violent homes.

2.4 What are these “snap shots”?
 They are pictures or small bits of evidence that give the teacher an insight into the abuse suffered by the girls in their homes.

2.5 In your opinion, is there any reason why the girls do not want to go to Child Line?
 The reason is that they want to protect other members of their families such as sisters or mothers and this they would not be able to do  
 if they were removed from the custody of their parents.

2.6 Describe what role Child Line plays in our everyday life.
 It is an essential service to protect children from domestic abuse.

3. In what way does the teacher describe himself or his role in the lives of these girls?
He describes himself as their protector and adviser.

4. He was asked to take photographs of the injuries of the girls. What did he learn about how these injuries were inflicted on the girls?
The girls always pretended the injuries were accidental.
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5. Why do you think the girls were “embarrassed by the mundanity”?
The girls knew that they were being abused, not always with hairbrushes.

6. “A hairbrush.” In your opinion, why is it ironic that this instrument was used to inflict some of these injuries? Use the text to 
substantiate your answer. 
A hairbrush is usually associated with beauty and personal grooming. The teacher notes that he thought of the Victorian ladies that had 
been at the school in years gone by.

7. On that Tuesday in August, what do you think happened to the girl in the bathroom?  Why do you think that the teacher couldn’t 
forget the girl after that particular photograph?
The girl had been beaten by her father or step-father.  The teacher could not forget her because she had been so badly beaten.

8. How do we know that this girl couldn’t sit as comfortably as the result of this injury?
We know this because she could not lean back against the back of the desk.

9. “You teachers. You have such nice lives. All those school holidays.” Is this statement true? Give a reason for your answer.
It is not true.  Teachers work long hours and often mark books in the evenings. In the holidays many teachers are engaged in extra-mural 
activities such as sport tours, etc. 

10. Do you think that the teacher was happy with the progress of the student? Choose a sentence or a phrase in the text to support 
your answers.
Yes, he was happy with the progress of the student as it “allowed her to escape the small prison of her household”.

TRANSACTIONAL WRITING:

 » You are a teacher at this particular school and you realise that many of the learners at your school have difficulties at home, 
which they do not know how to deal with.  Write a speech in which you speak to the learners about abuse and where they can 
go for assistance, if they are being subjected to any kind of abuse at home.

 » As a teacher of the school you are asked to write a formal letter to Child Line where you inform them about what is happening 
at the school regarding child abuse.

NOTES
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A better life for you, Mums – Zulfah Otto-Sallies  (p 53)

The plot of the story is chronological as it places events in order of time from first to last.

Fill in the missing bits of the following stages of the plot.

Stages of the plot:  

1. Introduction of characters: Suleiman (Solly), Mums, Yusuf and Yakoob, then later Sabu and China. 

2. The initial situation involves a conflict as Solly cannot find a good job and his mother loses her job.

3. These circumstances create a situation where Solly gets mixed up in the selling of drugs. 

4. At the climax he is arrested and sent to jail. 

5. The denouement (French for “unknotting”) at the end gives us Solly’s death and his mother’s heartbreak.    
[‘Denouement’ refers to the resolution of the action i.e. how it ends in success or failure for the protagonist – how the action (or sometimes 
mystery) is solved.]

TRANSACTIONAL WRITING:

In his heartbreaking letter Solly writes “Yusuf and Yakoob must never walk this path.  Mums, you must tell them everything.”  Pretend to 
be Mums and write the letter that she wrote to Yusuf and Yakoob explaining what happened to their elder brother.

Point of View:

How does the opening line tell us from what point of view the story is written?
The point of view is that of the third person as the narrator uses “he” and “she” and is an outside observer.  We read that, “It was early 
morning when Solly woke up.  His heart was heavy.”  This tells us that the narrator (and we, the readers) can read Solly’s thoughts.  
This is a limited, omniscient, third-person point of view as we are given only Solly’s thoughts, but no other character’s thoughts.

Themes:

 » The frustrations of poverty

 » The ease with which people can be drawn into crime

 » The dangers of crime

NOTES
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“Streets of Hillbrow, here I come” – Kaizer M. Nyatsumba  (p 59)

PRACTICE IN QUOTING   

It is important that everyone learns to quote properly.  This is because one needs to be able to substantiate one’s ideas by referring close-
ly to the text.  It is a useful skill that can be used in all your school subjects.

It is important that one integrates (combines) the quotations into one’s own text.

Note how the quotation is grammatically integrated into the writer’s text.  Here the original quotation has had to be adapted to make it 
conform to the grammar of the sentence.  Note how the changes are indicated by the use of square brackets.

PRACTICE

Imagine that you want to quote from the second paragraph.  The paragraph is reproduced below.  The first step is to underline 
or highlight the words you want to quote.  

Now pretend that you are writing an essay.  The quotation marks have been omitted (left out) or incorrectly inserted (put in) in the sec-
ond and third sentences of the paragraph below.  Correct them.

TEACHER’S NOTE: 

The correct punctuation has been inserted in this passage below.  This is a relatively difficult exercise and the pupils will have to check the 
original very carefully to decide where the quotations begin and end.  Note that after “seriously” in the pupils’ copy there is a single quotation 
mark instead of a double. This is a common error with students.

The narrator of “Streets of Hillbrow, here I come” opens the story by stating that he “will never trust anybody again for as long as 
[he] live[s]”. The boy is upset and hurt and he calls his parents “former parents” because of the trauma he has undergone because 
of his parents’ divorce.  Justice also accuses the readers and says that we will probably not “take [him] seriously” or we will regard 
him as someone “who has yet to experience life”.

Now read p 59 of your anthology carefully so you can recognise where the writer has quoted in the sentences below and then add or 
correct the quotation marks.

1. He says his plan is to kill his parents.  If he does not he “will have to get someone to do it for [him]”.  
Teacher’s note:  Note that the single quotation mark before “he” has to be taken out.

2. He thinks of the comrades and decides that he will accuse his parents of being “sell-outs”.
3.  Justice knows that killing one’s parents is called “parricide”  and he thinks that it is an  “ugly word”.
4. He feels his parents should know better because in his eyes “they are old” and they are  “experienced in life”.
5.  [p 60] To cope with his pain and to punish them, the boy decides “to disown them” and “call them by their first names”.

EXAMPLE

Read the opening line of “Streets of Hillbrow, here I come” and then look at the example of quoting below.

The narrator of “Streets of Hillbrow, here I come” opens the story by stating that he “will never trust anybody again for as  
long as [he] live[s]”.

I know you will probably not take me seriously, and dismiss me as an angry twelve-year-old who has yet to experience life.  Just 
like my former parents did.  But I will never trust anybody again for as long as I live.
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EXERCISE 1

Work in pairs and role-play the following scene.  Write in the answers.  You could act out your interview for the class.

One of you is a reporter. The reporter interviews the street-child and asks the following questions:

REPORTER:  Why did you run away from home?

STREET-CHILD: 

 

REPORTER:  Where do you eat?  What do you eat?

STREET-CHILD: 

 

REPORTER:  Where do you sleep at night?  Do you get cold?

STREET-CHILD: 

 

REPORTER:  What do you miss about not being with your family?

STREET-CHILD: 

 

REPORTER:  Do you enjoy living on the streets?  

STREET-CHILD: 

 

REPORTER:  How do you foresee your future?   What do you think will happen to you?

STREET-CHILD:  

EXERCISE 2
Write an essay in which you discuss the problems and plight of street-children in your area.
OR
In one paragraph explain the significance of the title.

NOTES
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NOTES



202015 ENGLISH OLYMPIAD FAL STUDY GUIDE REVELATIONS AND TRANSFORMATIONS

NOTES
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